Review : 'Rebuilding native nationals strategies for governance and development' edited by Miriam Jorgensen. by Fredericks, Bronwyn
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUT Digital Repository:  
http://eprints.qut.edu.au/ 
This is the author-version of this paper.  Published as Fredericks, Bronwyn (2008) Book 
review of 'Rebuilding Native Nationals Strategies for Governance and Development' 
edited by Miriam Jorgensen, published by the University of Arizona Press in Tucson, 
Arizona in 2007. Idiom 23 Literary Journal, 20. p. 166. ( In Press ) 
 
 
 
          © Copyright 2008 Bronwyn Fredericks 
 1 
Author’s version which was later published as: Fredericks, Bronwyn (2008). Book 
Review of Rebuilding Native Nations. Strategies for Governance and Development. 
Idiom 23. Vol.20, December 2008. Rockhampton: CQUniversity Publications, p.166. 
AU ISSN 1032-1640. 
 
Rebuilding Native Nations 
Strategies for Governance and Development  
Edited by Miriam Jorgensen. Published by the University of Arizona Press, 
Tucson, Arizona, 2007. Paperback, 363 pages including index. US$40.00. ISBN 
978 0 8165 2423 5.  
 
Reviewed by Bronwyn Fredericks 
 
This book covers work undertaken over the last 20 years by a diverse range of 
researchers, nations and communities and is produced by the Harvard Project on 
American Indian Economic Development and the Native Nations Institute for 
Leadership, Management, and Policy at the University of Arizona. While this 
book is more suited to the USA in terms of language, examples and specific legal 
and historical frameworks, the content is highly accessible for use in Australia. 
This book focuses on how Indigenous nations can enhance their capacity for 
effective self-governance and for self-determined community and economic 
development. There are numerous examples that share empirical facts, 
development strategies and practical stories for mobilising communities for real 
change and not change driven by short-term government, political or economic 
agendas. In essence, this book is about Indigenous people in the USA asserting 
their rights to govern themselves and doing it their way. It offers Indigenous 
Australians a means to learn from some of the best USA experiences and 
research in Indigenous governance and economic development.  
 
There are four sections, which cover a total of twelve chapters. The four sections 
are Starting Points; Rebuilding the Foundations; Reconceiving Key Functions; 
and Making it Happen.  Part one contains two chapters. The first and most critical 
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in establishing the foundation of development approaches is by Stephen Cornell 
and Joseph Kalt. They provide a critique of the historical ‘standard approach’ 
taken by governments and nations before the era of self-determination. Elements 
of this approach can be found within Australia. The standard approach is 
characterised by: decision making that is short-term and non-strategic; persons 
or organisations other than Indigenous nations setting the development agenda; 
development that is treated as primarily an economic problem; beliefs that 
Indigenous culture is an obstacle to development; and an elected leadership that 
serves primarily as a distributor of resources (p. 8). The national ‘building 
approach’ is characterised by: nations asserting decision-making power; nations 
backing up that power with effective governing institutions; governing institutions 
match Indigenous political culture; decision making is strategic; and leaders 
serve as nation builders and mobilisers (p.19). What this chapter and the 
subsequent chapters demonstrate is that the nation building approach provides 
effective access to and use of resources; increased chances of sustained and 
self-determined economic development; appropriate development projects and 
programs; more effective defence of sovereignty; and societies that work – 
economically, socially, culturally and politically.  
 
The book covers a great deal of ground in a relatively small space without giving 
the feeling that it is skimming the surface. If you can get past the American-
centric focus and look at the examples as to their applicability to the Australian 
context, then it becomes an invaluable Australian resource. It demonstrates that 
building self-reliant, economically strong, sovereign, community-based 
governments is achievable. From this perspective, Rebuilding Native Nations 
Strategies for Governance and Development would be a useful resource for 
Indigenous community members and leaders, students, academics, policy 
makers, government officers, politicians and others with an interest in supporting 
and advancing the development of sustainable economies and reinvigorating 
Indigenous cultures.  
 
